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SchnarSchnar..chch –– A New Approach for A New Approach for 
Political Campaign in SwitzerlandPolitical Campaign in Switzerland

Who’s ÖBU?

CO2-Tax history in Switzerland: 
18 years in 3 minutes

A marginal majority brings urgent needs for action 

The Schnar.ch campaign

NGO’s and public affairs....



Network for Environment and Network for Environment and 
ManagementManagement

Approx. 300 Swiss companies 
Jointly tackle the further development of Swiss economy 
towards sustainability

Think-tank for environmental, social and management 
topics

Initiator of actual projects 

Link between companies, state administration, politics, 
associations, environmental organisations, media and 
public



From new challenges From new challenges 
make new chancesmake new chances

Strategies towards high eco-efficiency

Building up sustainable management systems 

Increased profitability due to sustainable management

Eco-balances

Sustainability and finances

Environmentally correct mobility

Cooperation in designing a political framework promoting 
sustainable business

International network: INEM



CO2CO2--TaxTax History in Switzerland: History in Switzerland: 
18 Years in 3 Minutes18 Years in 3 Minutes

Before 1990: Early trials to legislate energy- use efficiently

From 1990: Serious proposals to introduce a CO2-Tax
– First proposal came from federal council 
– Consultation with civil society
– First proposal was rejected
– New Proposal came according inputs from consultation
– After high emotional debates: Adoption of a CO2-law 

in 2000 by parliament



The Swiss CO2The Swiss CO2--Tax ModelTax Model

First phase consist of voluntary measures 

If targets are not achieved → CO2-Tax is implemented

Different legislation for heating vs. motor fuels

Companies can be exempted from the Tax



Introduction of CO2Introduction of CO2--TaxTax

2003: Goals in motor fuels by far failed,
heating fuels just below track

Motor fuels: private oil-associations proposed the 
Climate Cent

Federal council brought 4 alternatives to public consultation:
1. CO2-Tax on motor and heating fuels, fully refunded
2. Ditto, with partly tying funds to energy-projects
3. CO2-Tax on heating fuels, Climate Cent on motor fuels
4. Climate Cent on heating and motor fuels

Federal council proposed 3rd variant to parliament 
(Nov. 2005)



The Drama speeds upThe Drama speeds up……

Var. 4UREK NR*06 Jan 24
Var. 3Federal Council05 Nov

* Preparatory Commission of  National Council



SchnarSchnar..chch –– CampaignCampaign

I heard the news from UREK NR on the radio & boiled with 
rage the evening of January 24th, 2006

Immediate need for action: time frame 2 months until the 
debate came up in the plenum of the national council

ÖBU’s decision: If we find a sponsor within 3 days then we 
build up a campaign – we did

The visionary answer was Schnar.ch!



SchnarSchnar..chch –– ConceptConcept

Schnar.ch means to snore → we wanted to wake up our 
congress representatives
Our motto was „Write a letter to your congress(wo)man“
Neutral web based Platform for Q+A and accurate 
information
1 month time to build it up, fill it with content and find 
partners to promote schnar.ch
Associated measures were: 
– Raffles for those who wrote questions and those who 

answered, 
– weekly Alarm Clock Award



SchnarSchnar..chch –– Results 1Results 1

Online on February 20



WebsiteWebsite



SchnarSchnar..chch –– Results 2 Results 2 

Online on February 20th

18 partners NGO’s and 4 companies 



SchnarSchnar..chch--
partnerspartners



SchnarSchnar..chch –– Results 3Results 3

Online on February 20th

18 partners NGO’s and 4 companies 
Within 1 month over 2000 emails, over 200 
answers



SchnarSchnar..ch ch –– Questions examplesQuestions examples
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SchnarSchnar..ch ch –– Questions examplesQuestions examples



SchnarSchnar..chch –– Results 4Results 4

Online on February 20th

18 partners NGO’s and 4 companies 
Within 1 months over 2000 emails, over 200 
answers
Very high awareness with national councillors 
about peoples claims



After After SchnarSchnar..chch –– Live LobbyingLive Lobbying



The DecisionThe Decision



The Happy End (so far)The Happy End (so far)

Var. 4UREK NR06 Jan 24

Var. 3Council of States06 December

Var. 3National Council06 June

↓

Rejection Var. 4National Council06  March 23

↓

schnar.ch

↓

Var. 3Federal Council05 Nov



NGONGO’’ss and Public Affairs 1and Public Affairs 1



NGONGO’’ss and Public Affairs 2and Public Affairs 2



NGONGO’’ss and and 
Public Affairs 3Public Affairs 3
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